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that the first production next season will
be a credit to American dancing methods
and American dancers, Backed by some of
the leading artists of the country and by
many enthusiastic supporters of the scheme,
Mme. Lubovska's task has not been as diffi-
cult as some ploneer work.

On the art board of the ballet are Mrs,
John W. Alexander, Mrs. Langdon Goer,
Mme. Labovska, Mana-Zuoeea, My Do Craw-

ford, L. 8.
Fussell, Alexander
Hovey,

Rothafel, Vietor Herbert, Walter
Leftwich and Raymond

The list of patrons and patronesses in-
cludes Mme. Anna Paviowa, Eleanor De
Cisneros, Irene Castle, Lillian Gish, Minnie
Madern Flske. Mrs Hilborne Roosevelt, Mrs,
I Callimahos, Mrs. F. 1., Harrison, Danlel
Frohman, Hugo Riesenfeld and Charles

Boscowits,

‘There has been as yet no nationwide re-
sponse to the call for wvolunteers for the
Amerlcan ballet. Special trains have not
pulled into New Jersey filled with dancers
ecager to participate in the movement Hut
there i8 every indication that the propos
has been met with approval and interest
throughouwt the country Sentiment favoring
a purely American ballet. without drawing
on talent from other nations, appears to he
quite unlvers=ally expressed

Mme. Lubovska has absolute falth in the
ability of American dancers to maintain a
ballet that will not fall below the standard
set by other countries, but she does not
ignore the advants to be gained from
visiting other lands,

“My career has led me” Mme. Lubovska
expinined, “from an old Spanish home in the
shadow of the palace of Porfirlo Diaz In
Mexico city to the giant stage at the Hip-
rilrome

“It may truly be s=aid to have begun when
1 a4 lttle child 1 went with my mother to
make our home in the capital of Mexico.
For pantomime Is the true basis of all inter-
pretutive danecing, and pantomime s more
nuturial than speech to the Latin people,
vithh whom 1 was rounded during the
most impressionable years of my life.”

For # more falthful rendering of her
rite  Egyptian dance, Mme, Lubovska

nt to Baypt and spent several months
studving the eountry, the people and their
usgtoma,  Besides her years in Mexico, she

has lved in Europe and in South Americn.
Yol she I# as American as any girl from
Minnesota ean be,

It has been

suggested that for an ahso-

York’sGreatL

wthor Iwenty-five years ago amd promised
himeelf an early wvisit to the sacred spots
in Tarrytown and Trvington Although e
s lved In New York and passed Tarey-

town by bost and train countless times not
anthl quite recently did he set foot upon the
tand made famous by Irving.

Wealthy New Yorkers, howsver,
shown apprecintion of Irving's land by
ing and into estates pric

have
buy -
feally

converting

all of the surrounding countryside. In fact
the only spot Teft to the publie s Bunnyside
Lane, which runs from the Albany 'ost rond

or Brosdway, as it 15 now called, tn SBunny

sidde, the house in which Irving wrote “The
Life of Washington” and many of the |e
gends  and in which the gentle epirit of

America's gree gt author poassed away on

November 28, 1850

Sunnyside Lane most closely resembles
some of the lanes in rursl England ft is
full of curves and delightfully shaded, al
though the sun pops through the troes ot

unexpected pluces us if it were playing hids
s And then suddenly you
brook, the thrilling “habhling
down the ravine and throwing iteelf into the
lttle® cove where of yore the water gunrd
harbored thelr whialeboats "™

henr the

brook, sl

More than bhalf way down the lane one
vomes to the big fron gute thnt guards
Sunnyside, which Irving has described in

“Wolfert's Roost.,” The plgrim may (ollow
the lane until it bring= him to & st where

i #plendid view of Tappan Zee may he ob-
tivined,

By witlking a hundeed feet nlong the #all
vend tenek o nuy get a falrly good peep

throngh the trees and shruba at Soanny-

MAKING

pure—as the expression
goes—American billet even the source of
the dance ahould be restricted to American
products, There are difficulties in adhering
oo elf to the mation’s history and de-
velopment, The native Ameriean Indian

lute, 100 per eent,

warwhoop dance, for instance, eannot rind-
iy be thought of jn classieal language. The
Southern darkey jlg has degenerated into

the modern jazz and been discarded accord-
ingly, Obviously, the American ballet must
seek furthey fields

A Puritan blue law ballet should come
entirely wit the runge of modern dancers,
Exhuming the old laws and interpreting
them nccording to the original Puritan in-
tentions might serve posterity and present a
spectacle which would be wholly pleasing to
the human eve, Featuring the good as well
as the bad aspects of the blue Sunday in a
single dance should not be too undignified a
pursuit for the ballet masters.

A Calitornin weather ballet, a rock ribbed
Republican  danee, a middle West sym-
|nm4111m. n moonshine sonatn, a Kentuc ¥
blue grass convention—all of these are

avallable if the ballet would consent

America frst,

Glare and Glamour Fail to Offset
Weakness in Way of Interpretation
While it may be held that these g sub-
jects to be exploited In musical comedies
and burlesgue choruses, our own verdict is
that anything which the lghter forms of
entertalnment can with medior
cess cin be converted into real suc
genuine artists, Gorgeous as the ballet
spoctacle may be, technically perfect as their
performances doubtless are, the interpreta-
tive part of the programme usually fails 1o
moet the requircments of the average au
dienee. If we could once =it through an
evening of ballet what It was &ll
about we shoulkd spend time ut the
Ziegfeld Follies and more with the legitimate
biallet
Glancing over the

people

1o see

and Know

less

schedule of an ordinary

ballet eovening, we come to un original
Tibetan dance, n Kassandrmm (a Greek

Egyptinn ¢
{ Hussian

dance), an
Boyarsky

mythological

moninl court

dance, #

dance), a sun dance of the Aztecs. On no
one of these sublects have we any certsain
knowledge Without the programme we

the Kassandra
Bovarsky, and as far as getiing
on with our ballet education the evening
would be n total loss. As we do not feel
able to judge accurately the authenticity of

would be confuse

with the

sure Lo

the sun dance of the Agtecs the dance
must show something besides glare and
glamour to hold our attention

If the ballet people would come down
on our own plane, talk our own languuge
and ask our coaperation, it would certainly
hold out more allurements for the average
man.,

Perhaps the National American Ballet,
Ine, will strive for the all-American ballet,

oo ftsell to the dancing master,
Perhaps not At all evenis the American
hallet plans to give the American girl an
aportunity to make good in her own country

from the

under her own name. (nly a few hyphen-
ated pessimisis doubt the altimate outcome.
1t Shri

side, the “little old fashioned stone mansion,
ull gauble ends, and as full of angles nnd cor-
ners as an old cocked hat”

Every inch of this locality emae with
historicul traditions wnid  lege v lore
While sing over th wnters of Tappan
Zoo, celebrated in Ne York's history, one's
mind reverts to the doings there of other
fdays when “stout galleys armed with I8

pounders and navigated with =alls and oars
cruised about like Al
suddenly brought back to the present by o

howks," then he s

siriking contragt when an excursion boat
gives n socinble squeak as It passes peace-
fully up the river

One wonders what old Waolfert Fokers
whno bl ‘Wolfert's Roost,” and whose
motto, placesd over the door, was “Lust in
Rust," whilch being nterpreted means
Pleasiure In Quiet,” would think of the
nolgse mude by the passengar trains Lhat
tear post the Roost every few minutes,
wny nothing of a Afty car freight train, with
18 loecomotive belehing fire and smoke and

e chiins and_rusty Joints ¥ ittling, «re
and gliding aronnd the

dragon,

curves |[IKe A

There ix in Sleeps llow Cemotery =
headstone that procluims the resting place
of Wolfert Foekers Only the ne of the

ny reach

1w along BHroad

aulomobilos poss
the spot, and what remains of Wholfert ma
wtill fAnd “Lust in Rust™

In visiting Bunnyside ons should lewve

Irvington

the New York Central train atl

il wanlk a few blocks ap the maln strev
th  Brogdwany Ten rin o the Teft and
follow  Hrogdway untll a little Moue sign
atiaghed t i post indicates Sunnyslde Lane



